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             UNITED FEDERATION OF TEACHERS IN COLLABORATION  

             WITH  COPE NYC, BRAVE & OPERATION RESPECT 
 

presents a  
STUDENT EXHIBIT OPPORTUNITY 
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EXHIBIT OVERVIEW, RESOURCES & GUIDELINES 

Written June 19, 2018 by Joan L. Davidson, NYCATA/UFT President Emeritus 
Assisted by Mario Asaro, President & Marion Theodore, Board Member 

 
EXHIBIT GOALS:  

            1. To provide opportunities for students to give visual form to their ideas and concerns about  
                 bullying and ways to stop it.  
            2. To provide challenging art-based curriculum strategies that will help students gain appreciation,  

            sensitivity, and empathy for each other. 
             3. To provide digital and physical exhibit space(s) for selected art work. 
             4. To recognize all participating teachers and students who shared their experiences and solutions. 
  

DIGITAL IMAGE & STATEMENT SUBMISSIONS  
DUE BEFORE THURSDAY MARCH 7, 2019 

(10 images per teacher) 
 

Student images & statements will be composed on one slide  
in a power point presentation  

See complete guidelines on page 3 of this document and on www.nycata.com 
 

CONTACT: Joan L. Davidson:  ArtJoanD@aol.com 
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THE NEW YORK CITY ART TEACHERS ASSOCIATION/ 
UNITED FEDERATION OF TEACHERS 

in collaboration with COPE NYC, BRAVE & OPERATION RESPECT  
 

2019 Student Exhibit Opportunity 
INSIDE/OUTSIDE: YOUNG ARTISTS UNITE AGAINST BULLYING III 

Identifying and understanding a problem are the first steps in finding a solution.  
 
 

Bullying Defined and Examples: 
Bob Kim & Judy Logan, (2010, p.21)  Let’s Get Real: Curriculum Guide, Lessons & Activities to Address  

    Name-Calling & Bullying, The Respect for All Project, a program of GroundSpark, San Francisco, CA, 2004   . 
www.respectforall.org 

Most experts define bullying as unprovoked, repeated and aggressive actions or threats of action by one 
or more persons who have (or are perceived to have) more power or status than their victim in order to cause fear, 

distress or harm.  Bullying can be physical, verbal, psychological or a combination of these three.  Specific examples 
include name calling, taunting, teasing and put-downs; saying or writing inappropriate things about a person; deliberately 
excluding a person from activities or conversation; threatening a person with bodily harm; hitting kicking, tripping, 
shoving or otherwise inappropriately touching a person; taking or damaging a person’s belongings; and making a person do 
things he or she does not want to do. Bullying can also occur through electronic means (cyber bullying) via Web postings, 
e-mails, chat rooms, tweets, face book and text messaging. 

 
Basic Understandings: 

1. Bullying is a learned behavior, it can be examined and it can be changed. The UPstander, bystander , bully, the 
bullied and families and community members all become involved  in the incident. 

2. Labeling does not help students.  It only helps at the time of the incident to clarify an event. 
3. Help is needed for both victims and bullies. 
4. Teachers are urged to discuss project with their supervisors/school teams.  Please ensure there are established 

support systems in your school to counsel students exhibiting bullying problems  
 

Exhibit Goals: 
1. To provide an opportunity for students to give visual form to their ideas and concerns about  
    the bullying cycle and ways to stop bullying.  
2. To provide challenging art based curriculum strategies that will promote opportunities for students 
     to gain appreciation, sensitivity and empathy for each other. 
3. To provide digital and physical exhibit space(s) for selected art work. 
4. To recognize all participating teachers and students who shared their experiences and solutions. 
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Resources:  Videos, Curriculum Materials, Research Documents  
   OPERATION RESPECT Classroom Lessons: operationrespect.org/classroom-lessons/ 
With music and other integrated arts activities included in each lesson, links to Common Core Standards, and grade 

level specific modifications, Don’t Laugh at Me engages students in experiences and learning through four cornerstone 
themes.  Written by Laura Parker Roerden, the lessons of these themes build essential skills for reducing bullying and 
conflict, establishing a peaceful, supportive learning environment, and engaging young people in active participation in 
their community. 

 
Classroom Lessons: “Chicken Soup for the Soul”, Hallway Heroes, published by CSS Boniuk Foundation (2016).  A 

literacy-based anti-bullying program Grades 1-8, NYC Vendor#: CHI-540939.  www.chickensoup.com/hallwayheroes  A 
rigorous, research-based curriculum to go along with carefully selected Chicken Soup for the Soul stories to: fight bullying; 
promote values such as tolerance, compassion, respect, and kindness; improve literacy.  Contact: Wellington Sawyer, 
alpha3ba65@aol.com,  

(646) 319-5007 
Neglia, E. (2016).  Bullying  prevention and intervention in education through the visual arts: an instrumental 

case study.  PHD thesis Paper 894.  New Jersey: Rowan University. Retrieved from 
http://rdw.rowan.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1893&context=etd 

 
* Note: ideas that were expanded are marked with an asterisk. 
 
p.124 Images of students being bullied along with a positive solution  
 
p.124 Illustrate positive slogans for example “No Place for Hate” 
 
* p. 125-126 Anti-bullying weaving 
             Anything can be used for the warp and weft such as paper, wire, thread 
             Select colors to express feeling of experience. 
             Popsicle sticks with a message on it can be part of the weft. 
             Images can be adhered over the weaving.  
             Textural things to communicate the feeling can be adhered over weaving or be  
                      part of the weft or warp. 

 
* p,132 Walk in My Shoes 
                Lesson discusses putting yourself in someone else’s shoes and understand what  
                it feels like to them.  For motivation: read a poem; examine an image; tell a story;  
                act out a group developed scene or a given scene; choreograph a dance to express a 
                feeling  
 
p. 139 Socio pictographic portraits 
             Snapshots of what is happening in your relationship  
             based in a particular place or not.  For example: in a playground; a room in your  
             home; a school setting  

http://shop.thebullyproject.com/products/educators-dvd-and-toolkit     Order Bully film and toolkit 
http://www.tolerance.org/  Teaching Tolerance  -Bullying & Bias 
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Promote empathy and perspective-taking, and help students challenge prejudice, stereotyping and discrimination. 
Start by reviewing bullying basics and testing yourself for hidden bias, then follow up with activities that remind 
students to Speak Up at School. And, since students aren't the only ones who bully, assess the power dynamics 
among the adults in your building. 
 
http://www.StopBullying.gov  contains resources including images and videos for what you can do for K-12 
educators, parents and community. 
http://youthcomm.org  Focuses on High School social & emotional learning.  Provides curricular  and anthologies to 
be purchased.  For example: “Real Stories, Real Teens” 
https://www.stopbullying.gov/at-risk/effects/   Focuses on risk factors; warning signs; effects of bullying; and 
consideration for specific groups. 

Youth-Powered A Social Cause Takes Shape in the Form of ‘Bully Project’ 
http://www.psfk.com/2014/11/adobe-anti-bullying-project-mural-street-artists.html  

In connection with the “Bully Project”, The Bully Project Mural was created as a selection of artwork that 
strongly relays anti-bully message through art. The project, backed by Adobe, taps creatives from the Behance 
community to feature on its front page.  

 
Videos such as “Let’s Get Real”  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4llx7mNi7o includes students talking 

about their experiences and how they feel about issues that lead to: taunting and bullying, including racial 
differences, perceived sexual orientation, learning disabilities and religious preference 

 
Bully film and toolkit can be ordered: http://shop.thebullyproject.com/products/educators-dvd-and-toolkit  
 
Davidson, Joan L. (2017) “Bullying In The Early Grades: Giving Visual Form To Voice”, NYSUT’S  Journal 

of Best Practices in Education,  Volume X, Spring 2017 
https://www.nysut.org/resources/all-listing/2017/may/educators-voice-x/edvoice_x_12_bullying  
 
Newspaper articles or photos  
Quotes: http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/keywords/bullying.html 
 
 
Student Statement Format and Content Suggestions: 
Writing may accompany work (see Guidelines).  Writing can take the form of a statement, a poem, a song, a 

rap.  A written statement (for grades 1-3 verbal statements can be transcribed by an adult)  
For early childhood, writing can be only a title or a description of the content of the work. 
 
Writing can start midway through the art making process so that ideas that come up during the writing can be 

included in the image.  For example where the experience took place, reasons for feeling scared; sad or isolated.  
 
Suggested Statement Content: 
-A description of the work. 
-A description of feelings during the experience shown in the picture/video.  
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-A response to the question: how did the process of making the artwork effect what you are communicating in 
your picture? 

-What were challenges you faced as you created your art work, and how did you solve the challenges? 
-What risks did you take while creating your artwork?  
-What do you think is good about your artwork? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Student Art Work and Writing Samples Grades 1-12 
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Poetry References 
 
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/today-richard-blanco-poem-read-barack-obama-inauguration/story?id=1827465

3 
One Today, by Richard Blanco 
Written for and read at 2012 of Barack Obama. 
 
“Dreams” by Langston Hughes (never lose hope) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4CUKyVrhPgM 
 
“Mother to Son”, by Langston Hughes  
      (the world is full of obstacles but keep going on) 
http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/mother-to-son/ 
 
“ What Was Said On The Bus Stop” by DanezSmith 
coupled with the Drawing  by Kathe Kollowitz, “Solidarity” 
http://lithub.com/what-was-said-on-the-bus-stop-a-new-poem-by-danez-smith/ 

 
 
 
Art Reproductions 
 

- One or more of the following images can be the basis for brainstorming ideas before or after  
discussion about bullying. 

- Master art works or works by peers can be examined during the lesson when there is something 
      about the work that connects with the way the young artist is thinking.  
 
 
James Ensor 
Man of Sorrows (1891)  (Portrait of a man consumed with problems.) 
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James Ensor 
The Intrigue, 1890,  Ostend, Belgium.     Satirical work.  (A gossiping crowd wearing grotesque masks, are taunting 

a couple in the center of the picture.  The woman in the center is the sister of the artist.  She is German and is engaged to 
an Asian man, something against the traditions of this rural town. 

 

 
 
Frida Kahlo 
Self Portrait with Thorn Necklace and Hummingbird (1940)  (identity.   Symbols suggest Frida’s new suffering) 
Symbols:  Bird=Freedom-but in black and lifeless –usually bird is colorful.  Thorns – see bleeding neck 
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Frida Kahlo 
Self Portrait with Monkey (1940’s)  (identity/self esteem expressed with symbols) 
 

 
Ernst Ludwig Kirchner 
Berlin Street, 1913.  (exaggeration and color) 
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Kathe Kollowitz 
Self Portrait (shows sorrow) 
 

 
 
Kathe Kollowitz 
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Death Seizing a Woman with a Child 1934 (show horror and protection of child) 
 

 
 
 
Kathe Kollowitz 
Women Protecting Her Children 1932 (shows fear of harm coming to her children) 
 
 

 
 
 
Kathe Kollowitz 
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Solidarity 1932  Drawing     (Shows a possible  solution to bullying) 
   This drawing was created by Kollwitz to express the unity and solidarity with the soviet people who were 
   threatened by the Nazi party.  
 
  This drawing can relate to the feelings of people from different backgrounds (i.e. The Dreamers)  
  who can come together to stand against a mutual oppressor.  
  See poem:  “What Was Said On The Bus Stop”  by Danez Smith written in response to image. 
       http://lithub.com/what-was-said-on-the-bus-stop-a-new-poem-by-danez-smith/ 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 
Dorothea Lange 
(Photograph) Cherokee Indian Nation (connects with immigration issues) 
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Jacob Lawrence 
And the Migrants Kept Coming 1940-41  (connection with immigration issues today) 
 

        
 

 
Jacob Lawrence 
The Shoemaker  (1945) (exaggeration, use of whole page) 
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Jacob Lawrence 
Pool Parlor  (1942) Gouache on Board  

(site and perspective used in the picture to show the activity of the game) 
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Roy Lichtenstein used the process of screen printing.   It is an art technique, he used,  to give voice  
to political issues in the United States as well as abroad. 
 
Roy Lichtenstein  
Crying Girl 1963 (Emotion) 
 

 
 
 
 
Roy Lichtenstein  
Drowning Girl 1963 (Emotion) 
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Roy Lichtenstein  
Sweet Dreams Baby 1965 (Bully action) 
 

 
 
 

18 
 



Roy Lichtenstein  
Drowning Aquaman, 1960’s  (one sad response to bullying) 
 
 

 
 

Franz Marc,  
Blue Horse  (exaggeration, expressionistic color)  
 

 
 
Edvard Munch 
The Scream, 1893 (exaggeration of anguish) 
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Pablo Picasso 
Guernica ((937)   (use of symbols to communicate  events and feelings)  
Guernica shows the tragedies of war and the suffering it inflicts upon individuals, particularly innocent civilians. 

Image was painted in response to the Spanish Civil War.  
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Ben Shahn,  
Handball (1939)  (Site where bullying can take place and use of whole page to tell the story) 
 

                 
 
Kehinde Wiley  
Louis 1V of France 2014   (Haitian Women with a stick surrounded by a floral design) 
Shows self esteem/identity. 
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Kehinde Wiley  
Randerson Romvaldo Cordeiro 2008  (Boy with a baseball cap) 
(Shows self esteem/identity) 
 

 
 
Kehinde Wiley  
Dogone Couple 2012  (Portrait of Two Men with their arms around each other.) 
(Shows self esteem/identity) 
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Children’s Picture Books 
(Can be used with all grades – identifies feelings involved with the bullying experience in a direct way.   In 

many cases the authors use animals to convey their experience) 
 
TITLE LUCY AND THE BULLY 
AUTHOR & ILLUSTRATOR: Claire Alexander 
PUBLISHER Albert Whitman & Company, Morton Grove, Illinois (2008) 
 
SUMMARY: When a mean classmate in pre-school wrecks Lucy’s artwork she discovers that they can be 
friends once he stops being jealous of her. 
 
TITLE:  HOWARD B. WIGGLEBOTTOM LEARNS ABOUT BULLIES 
AUTHOR Howard Binkow  
ILLUSTRATOR Susan F. Cornelison 
PUBLISHER Thunderbolt Publishing, We Do Listen Foundation (2008)  www.wedolisten.com 
 
SUMMARY: Explanation of what bullying is through the action of the Snorton twins. When Howard’s 
imagination did get the best of him and he tried all kinds of things to distract the bullies-but it did not work. 
When the Snorton twins fought with each other Howard was ignored and safe.  Finally  he followed the voice in 
his head: Be Brave, Be Bold, My Teacher Must be Told. 
 
TITLE: BULLY 
AUTHOR & ILLUSTRATOR: Judith Caseley 
PUBLISHER: Harper Collins, New York, NY 10022 (2001) 
 
SUMMARY: Mickey has trouble with Jack, a bully at school until he decides to try being nice to Jack and 
making him a friend. 
 
TITLE: GOOD BYE BULLY MACHINE 
AUTHOR: Debbie Fox and Allan L. Beane, Ph.D 
ILLUSTRATOR: Debbie Fox 
PUBLISHER: Free Spirit Publishing Inc., Minneapolis Minnesota (2009) 
 
Reading Level Grades 3-4 Interest level Age 8 and Up 
SUMMARY:  The book is about bullying and using the metaphor of a machine with labeled parts , like hurt, 
pain, silence, meanness, name calling, no respect,  teasing and a machine that shows how a child/person feels 
when bullied such as scared-the machine is so mean, worry, anxiety, fear, feeling alone.  It is good when the 
machine breaks. 
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TITLE: HOW TO DEAL WITH BULLIES.  Let’s Work it Out 
AUTHOR & ILLUSTRATOR: Jonathan Kravetz 
PUBLISHER: The Rosen Publishing Group, Inc., New York, New York 10010 (2007) 
 
SUMMARY: Bullying-Juvenile Literature.  Many large expressive photographs 
There are three main types of bullies: physical bullies; verbal bullies and relationship bullies.  Verbal bullies use 
words to humiliate other children.  Sometimes verbal bullying hurts more than physical bullying because the 
bullied person can remember hurtful words for a long time.  Relationship bullies try to get their peers to leave 
out a certain person from the group, for example: spreading rumors. 
 
Why do people bully?  They want power, because they suffer from low self-esteem. 
Web Sites: www.powerkidslinks.com//wio/bullie/ 
 
TITLE JUNGLE BULLY 
AUTHOR Steve Kroll 
ILLUSTRATOR Vincent Nguyen 
PUBLISHER Marshall Cavendish Corporation, Tarrytown, New York (2006) 
 
SUMMARY: To get what they want, the larger jungle animals bully the smaller ones until Mama Monkey 
shows them all the benefits of sharing. 
 
 
TITLE MARTHA WALKS THE DOG 
AUTHOR & ILLUSTRATOR: Susan Meddaugh 
PUBLISHER Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston (1998) 
 
SUMMARY: Martha, the talking dog, rescues the neighborhood from a bully dog with the help of a parrot who 
gives a compliment to the bully dog. 
 
 
TITLE: BULLY 
AUTHOR & ILLUSTRATOR: Laura Vaccaro Seeger 
PUBLISHER: Roaring Book Press, New York, New York 10010 (2013) 
 
SUMMARY: A little bull discovers that he has been a big bully. When he says sorry all the animals he bullied 
agree to play with him. 
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TITLE: STOP PICKING ON ME:  A First Look At Bullying  
AUTHOR: Pat Thomas 
ILLUSTRATOR: Lesley Harker 
PUBLISHER: Barron’s Educational Series, Inc., Hauppauge, NY 11788  (2000) 
 
SUMMARY: Describes different things bullies can do and why. Pictures in watercolor illustrate the text.  
 
A bullied child will have many powerful feelings-don’t let this panic or overwhelm you.  A bullied child needs 
unconditional love first and foremost. If you try to make it better – for instance, make your child less unhappy, 
less angry, or less scared – you are not accepting your child’s feelings.  You can make your children more 
confident by giving them the freedom to express their feelings. 
 

 

Suggested Questions to Ask Students: 

-Ask questions that tell stories from different points of view, such as the UPstander,  
the bystander, the bully and the target of the bullying. 
 
For example: 
Can anyone tell a story about a time you were involved in a bullying incident?  
 
Can anyone tell a story about a bullying incident you saw? 
 
How did you feel about the person who was being bullied or the bully?  Were you friends? 
 
What kinds of things do bullies do?  Why do you think they do these things? 
 
Can you share a story about when you were in a position to help the victim or the bully and how you felt? 
 
After the incident happened, did you come up with another way the situation could have been worked out? 
 
Seeing and hearing about the story, can you come up with any solutions that would have prevented the bullying 

incident? 
 
What solutions can you think about if you were in a position to help the victim of the bully and how might they 

have felt? 
 
 
 
  
If children share that they bullied someone, the follow-up questions can be asked:  
      What did you do to be a bully?  
      Why were you a bully?  
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      How did you feel bullying someone?  
 
Ideas for solution can be generated during reflection and discussion of the works of art in a whole group or in 

teams. 
      Now that we see the actions and hear about the feelings expressed in the incident-what solutions 
      can we come up with? 
 
 
 
Motivational Process Activities: 

Role playing: 
Whatever the response to the questions above students can work in teams to pantomime or dialogue what is 

described in the story told.  Gives students an opportunity to engage in the experience through words and body 
movements. 

 
Gestures - Create a Movement – Choreograph a Dance: 
-Students can work in a team or whole groups and make a gesture that suggests how you feel or an action that is 

taking place. 
-A few students can be self –selected or teacher selected to repeat their gesture in front of the group.  
-Bodily movements are another way of knowing and feeling the experience.  
 
Music: 
Popular Songs about bullying: 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Popular+songs+related+to+bullying&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8 
- Students can learn a song,  for example: Don’t Laugh at Me; A Friendship Song; 
-A team can write a song from one or all points of view. 
 
Writing:  
Writing may accompany work (see sample student images in this document pages 6-8).  
Writing can take the form of a statement, a poem, a song, a rap.  
 
A written statement (for grades 1-3 verbal statements can be transcribed by an adult)  
For early childhood, writing can be only a title or a description of the content of the work. 
 
Writing can start midway through the art making process so that ideas that come up during the writing can be 

included in the image.  For example where the experience took place, reasons for feeling scared; sad or isolated.  
 
 
 
 
Statement Format and Suggested Content:  (see page 6) 
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Write a poem: (see page 9 for poem references) 
 
Art-making Activities: 
Questions to introduce the theme can begin with “How can you show…..” 
 
Images can be used as a prompt (see art reproductions pp. 10-22), newspaper, magazine and 
personal photos.  
 
Show who you are: A Self Portrait to include in your dress, symbols, or in the background your religious or 

cultural heritage.  (See work of Kehinde Wiley, Frida Kahlo); color, shape (see Edward Munch); Pattern (see James 
Ensor); activity/gestures (see Roy Lichtenstein, Kehinde Wiley) 

What symbols can you use in your picture to tell your story or to make your feel strong?  (Resources: Guernica 
(p.18); religious images; cultural symbols, symbols from mythological stories) 

 
 
 
 
 

Exhibit Guidelines:  See guidelines & Timeline  
see page 3 of this document 
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